
FAQ for Parents & Students Regarding Carr’s Chemistry Classes 
 

1) My child is way too stressed (or anxious, depressed, etc.) to focus on school work right 
now. 

 

I get it! I really do. I firmly believe that emotional and physical health comes first. I know I find it 
challenging to keep my emotional balance these days.  
 

This is an unprecedented time, and we’re all trying to navigate it as best we can.  
 

School may be way down on you and your family’s priority list right now. That’s fine, and it’s why I 
encourage students to work at a pace that works for you and your family! Some students need and 
want the structure school provides right now. Others find it a nuisance.  
 

Keep in mind, however, that as one of their teachers it's my responsibility to engage them in as 
meaningful a learning experience as possible under the circumstances, and chart their progress 
towards specific learning goals. Students who complete the assigned work will pass this semester. 
Students who do not will receive an incomplete, which will require them to make up the work at a later 
date.  

 

2) How will my grades be calculated in chemistry this semester under the new policy?  
 

4th term grades are based on a student’s weekly engagement and demonstrated proficiency of weekly 
learning standards. They will be recorded in Skyward. Remember, a student’s semester grade cannot 
be lower than their 3rd term grade, but it can be incomplete.  
 

Weekly Engagement in the Distance Learning Lessons: 
● One chemistry lesson will be posted on Tuesday of each week to Google Classroom (btw, this is 

a recent change from March and early April). 
● Each lesson will have a specific learning standard for which students should demonstrate 

proficiency.  
● Students will have one week to complete a set of 3 to 4 coursework assignments per lesson, 

which are worth a total of 30 points, retroactive to the week of April 13th (noted as Distance 
Learning Lesson #8).  

 

Demonstrated Proficiency of Weekly Learning Standards: 
● Work that shows proficiency of the learning standard(s) will receive full credit.  
● Incomplete work, or work not demonstrating proficiency, will receive a score that reflects the 

teacher’s professional opinion of that student’s scale of proficiency.  
● Missing work will receive a zero, with a “Missing” designation until it is submitted. 
● Students should submit their own work. Cheating, copying, and or plagiarism will result in a 

zero for the assignment.  
 

Recorded in Skyward: 
● Grades will be posted in Skyward within a week of the assigned due date or when it is received. 
● There will be one category in Skyward designated as Coursework, and it will be worth 100% of 

the student’s grade. 
● The grading scale, as specified by BISD, is 

A = 83.5% - 100% 
B = 66.5% - 83.4% 
C = 50% - 66.4% 
Incomplete ≤ 49.9%  



3) Can I make-up, edit, or correct any of the distance learning lessons if I don’t like my 
grade?  
 

Due to the progressive nature of this distance learning format and time constraints, all posted 
coursework grades are final. In other words, there will be no make-ups, edits, or corrections. 

 

4) Will you accept late work? 
Yes. Work submitted for distance learning lessons #8 onward that demonstrates proficiency will 
receive full credit.  
 

5) Which assignments “count” for credit? 
 

Per district policy, only work assigned after spring break (April 13th) can be used to calculate a 
student’s second semester grade. Therefore, only distance learning lessons #8 onward will count 
towards a student's semester grade. Those who completed distance learning lessons #1 through #7 will 
receive a grade, but unfortunately they will default to “No Count.” For students who did not complete 
lessons #1 through #7, I recommend you read the next question.  

 

6) What’s the minimum I have to avoid an incomplete? 
 

It depends on your goals for the remainder of your time in high school and beyond.  
 

If you plan to take future science courses or study a science related topic in college, the foundational 
standards we emphasized from the time of our closure through the remainder of the year are very 
important. We encourage you to engage as deeply as you can in all these topics, regardless of whether 
or not they are graded.  
 

However, we realized these are unprecedented times, and each family’s situation is different. Use the 
information we have shared thus far, discuss it with your parents/guardians, and decide your own best 
course of action.  
  

7) Can I make up any of the work from term 3 or reassess the Unit 5 test?  
 

I am sorry, but no. The books are closed on any work assigned before schools closed in March.  
 

8) What  am I supposed to do if I have technical problems accessing the lessons, or other 
personal issues that make it difficult for me to complete the work? 
 

Communication is the key, so let me or your counselor know if you’re having any sort of troubles. Don’t 
ignore the problem and hope it goes away; choosing that route usually makes it worse. Email is the 
easiest method to contact me. I also offer drop-in Zoom office hours at least 3 times per week where 
you can stop in for extra help or to ask questions. See Google classroom for the dates, times, and links.  
  

9) How do I know if my child is keeping up on the work they’re supposed to do? How do I 
know if they’ve fallen behind? 
 

Beginning May 4th, Skyward will be open again so you can regularly check your child’s progress. 
Assignments marked as “missing” have not been completed. See question #5 & #6 above for a strategy 
to address missing work. You may also email me with specific questions.  
 

10) My child doesn’t understand the material they are expected to learn, how can I help 
them when I don’t understand it myself?! or My child doesn’t know what to do or 
what is expected of them? 

 

All distance learning lessons are posted on Google Classroom, with the designations Distance Learning 
Lesson # ____. Each lesson includes  



● A screencast video where I “narrate” a PowerPoint presentation as I normally would in class.  
● The PowerPoint or Google Slides if students want to go through the lessons without my 

narration.  
● Follow-up work that I would like to see the students complete; I clarify what the follow-up 

work is at the end of each Screencast. If they are not clear on what that follow-up work is, 
they should email me!  

● Students may need to watch a lesson more than once. Encourage them to take notes during the 
screencast lectures so they can note questions. 

● Have them email me with specific questions or stop by my drop in Zoom office hours. The 
schedule and links for these meetings are posted on Google Classroom. 

 

11) When shall I expect communication from you? or Why am I not receiving emails 
from you? 

 

For the remainder of the year, I will communicate by email only when there is pertinent information to 
share with all my classes. I will address specific student concerns individually if and when they arise. 
Likewise, students and parents may always email me or stop by drop in Zoom office hours.  
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